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and release, with insufficient pharmacological effect in the
arterial wall.

The possibility of also obtaining a reduction in neointimal
hyperplasia by administering simultaneously high systemic
doses of corticosteroids, as shown in the immunosuppressive
therapy for the prevention of restenosis after coronary artery
stent implantation studies,* or associating dexamethasone to
other stent-delivered drugs may deserve further investigation.

We remind, however, that the results of DESIRE do not allow
a direct comparison with other forms of treatment because of
the lack of a control group.

Authors’ dffiliations

Flavio Ribichini, Valeria Ferrero, Corrado Vassanelli, The Universita del
Piemonte Orientale, Ospedale Maggiore della Caritsr, Novara, ltaly
Fabrizio Tomai, European Hospital, Rome, Italy

Leonardo Paloscia, Ospedale S Spirito, Pescara, ltaly

Germano Di Sciascio, Campus Biomedico, Rome, ltaly

Giuseppe Carosio, Ospedale S Antonio e Biagio e C Arrigo, Alessandria,
ltaly

Michele Romano, Ospedale Carlo Poma, Mantova, Italy

Edoardo Verna, Ospedale di Circolo, Varese, ltaly

Mario Galli, Ospedale S Anna, Como, Italy

Colrrado Tamburino, Universita di Catania, Ospedale Ferrarotto, Catania,
Italy

Nicoletta De Cesare, Policlinico S Marco, Zingonia, Italy

Raimondo Pirisi, Ospedale S Giovanni di Dio, Cagliari, Italy

Federico Piscione, Universita di Napoli, Policlinico Federico I, Naples, Italy
Giorgio Lanteri, Cardioricerche, Milan, Italy

Funding: The study was partially supported by Abbott Vascular Devices
(Redwood City, California, USA) and Endotech (Como, ltaly). The study
sponsors had no role in the data analysis, statistical analysis, data
interpretation, writing of the report or in the decision to submit the article
for publication. FR received a research grant from the study sponsors and
was reimbursed of travel expenses for presentation of the results of the
study at scientific meetings.

Competing interests: None.

The Dexamethasone Eluting Stent ltalian REgistry (DESIRE) investigators are
listed in the appendix.

REFERENCES

1 Braunwald E, Antman EM, Beasley JW, et al. American College of Cardiology;
American Heart Association. Committee on the management of patients with
unstable angina. ACC/AHA 2002 guideline update for the management of
patients with unstable angina and non-ST-segment elevation myocardial
infarction. J Am Coll Cardiol 2002;40:1366-74.

2 Moses JW, Mehran R, Nikolsky E, et al. Outcomes with the paclitaxel eluting stent
in patients with acute coronary syndromes. J Am Coll Cardiol
2005;45:1165-71.

3 Windecker S, Remondino A, Eberli FR, et al. Sirolimus-eluting and paclitaxel-
eluting stents for coronary revascularization. N Engl J Med 2005;353:653-62.

4 Ribichini F, Tomai F, Ferrero V, et al. Inmunosuppressive oral prednisone after
percutaneous interventions in patients with multivessel coronary artery disease.
The IMPRESS-2/MVD study. Eurointervention 2005;2:173-80.

5 Hoffmann R, Langenberg R, Radke P, et al. Evaluation of a high-dose
dexamethasone-e?ufing stent. Am J Cardiol 2004;94:193-5.

Ribichini, Tomai, Paloscia,

APPENDIX

Study coordinators

Dr Flavio Ribichini (principal investigator), Director
Catheterisation Laboratory, Universita del Piemonte Orientale,
Novara, Italy. Dr F Tomai (co-principal investigator), Director
Catheterisation Laboratory, European Hospital, Rome. Dr
Giorgio Lanteri, Cardioricerche, Milano, Italy.

Investigators and participating centres

Universita del Piemonte Orientale, Ospedale Maggiore della
Carita, Novara (43): F Ribichini, V Ferrero, G Boccuzzi, C
Vassanelli. Ospedale S Spirito, Pescara (40): L Paloscia, M
Mascellanti. Campus Biomedico, Rome (34): G Di Sciascio, P
Carminati, G Patti. European Hospital, Rome (24): F Tomai, F
Versaci, I Proietti. Ospedale S Antonio e Biagio e C Arrigo,
Alessandria (23): G Carosio, A Reale, G Ballestrero. Ospedale
Carlo Poma, Mantova (23): M Romano, R Zanini. Ospedale di
Circolo, Divisione Universitaria, Varese (20): E Verna, S
Ghiringhelli. Ospedale S Anna, Como (20): M Galli, S
Zerboni. Universita di Catania, Ospedale Ferrarotto, Catania
(17): C Tamburino, A La Manna, E Leotta. Policlinico San
Marco, Zingonia, Bergamo (16): N De Cesare, A Polese.
Ospedale San Giovanni di Dio, Cagliari (13): R Pirisi, M
Caddeddu, G Lai. Universita di Napoli, Policlinico Federico II,
Naples (13): F Piscione, L Di Serafino. Policlinico di Modena
(12): GP Tosoni. Ospedale San Carlo, Milano (11): M Caprari,
GP Comolatti. Hesperia Hospital, Modena (11): S Benassi, L
Stefanon. Ospedale di Circolo, Divisione Ospedaliera, Varese
(5): M Luvini, S Repetto. Ospedale Maggiore della Carita,
Novara (3): AS Bongo. Ospedale di Rivoli, Torino (3): F
Varbella. C Nannini. Ospedale S Giovanni Bosco, Torino (3): V
Paolillo, R Garbo. Ospedale Mauriziano, Torino (2): M De
Benedictis, A Sala.

Steering committee
C Vassanelli, G Di Sciascio, F Tomai, C Tamburino, F Piscione, F
Ribichini.

Clinical events committee

Dr Alessandra Repetto, Policlinico Universitario San Matteo,
Pavia, Italy. Dr Gianbattista Danzi, Policlinico Universitario di
Milano, Milano, Italy.

Centres performing angiographic follow-up studies
Universita del Piemonte Orientale, Novara. European Hospital,
Rome. Ospedale S Spirito, Pescara. Policlinico San Marco,
Zingonia-Bergamo. Ospedale Ferrarotto, Universita di Catania.
Policlinico Federico II, Universita di Napoli.

Quantitative coronary analysis core laboratory
Dr Paolo Rubarteli, Ospedale San Martino, Genova, Italy.

Expand your horizons with JournalScan Online

JournalScan highlights the best cardiology articles from non-cardiology journals. In many cases,
there are links to the full text of the relevant articles, giving you access to a huge cardiology
database. JournalScan online publishes this information at least 3 weeks before it appears in
print. Follow the “JournalScan Online”” link on the home page and find out what the world is

saying about cardiology.

www.heartjnl.com





